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CAIJS  iiOLASSES 


Ene  to  the  1934  droio^ht  the  production  of  corn  in  the  nation  was 
cut  1,190,000,000  hushels  helo'^  the  five  year  average  1929-1933.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  of  this  cut  occurred  in  the  eight  States  of  Oklah-oma,  Eansas, 
Eehraska,  South  Eahota,  Minnesota,  Io'.va,  Missouri,  and  Illinois^  These 
States  constitute  the  heart  of  the  nation's  corn  helt.  Large  numbers  of 
workhorses,  milk  cows,  brood  sows,  and  beef  stock  are  located  in  this 
area.  As  a  result  of  the  drought,’ the  stocks  of  com,  oats,  and  other 
feed  grains  have  been  cut  to  sucli  a  low  point  that  it  is  absolutely  im¬ 
perative  to  make  additional  feeds  available  to  sustain  the  foemdation 
animals  of  the  area. 


On  January  1,  1935,  there  were  a  total  of  855,000,000  bushels  of 
corn  in  the  United  States.  Of  this  814,000,000  ’"ere  on  farms  while 
41,000,000  were  in  terminal  elevators.  Luring  the  nine  months'  period 
Januar^^  1,  1934,  to  October  1,  1934,  there  xras  a  disappearance  of  corn 
in  the  United  States  of  1,176,000,000  bushels  or  319,000,000  bushels 
more  than  were  on  hand  January  1  of  this  year.  There  has  been  a  corre's- 
pondingly  hea.vy  decrease  in  stocks  of  oaks,  barley,  and  even  ’vheat. 


There  is  a,  consiferable  quantity  of  blackstrap  molasses  avadl- 
ahlc  a,t  United  States  ports  on  the  Gulf  and  Pacific  Coast.  The  present 
price  of  this  molasses  is  such  th.at  it  can  be  made  available  to  farmers 
in  the  drouf^t  area  in  small  quantities  through  regular  channels  of  dis¬ 
tribution  at  a  price  range  of  from  ^121.00  to  $25.00  per  ton,  buyers  fur¬ 
nishing  the  containers.  This  price  is  based  on  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  expenses  in  connection  with  handling  of  molasses  as  received  in  tank 
ca.r  lots.  Lae  actual  price  of  the  molas''es  aside  from  expenses  of  handl¬ 
ing  is  the  same  a,s  it  h.as  been  during  most  of  the  winter.  In  other  words, 
there  has  been  no  advance  in  mola.sses.  It  remaans  relatively  reasonavble 
compared  to  all  other  feed  stuffs  and  should  ha,ve  a,  very  useful  plane  in 
the  rations  of  farm  animnls  in.  the  drou.g;ht  rCorea  during  the  spring  months. 
It  should  prove  to  be  especially  v.a,luable  in  the  rakions  of  work  horses 
.and  fattening  cattle. 


The  importo-tion  of  rather  Ian  go  amounts  of  molasses  will  not 
necessarily  breaic  tlie  com  and  feed  grain  markets:.  It  should  resu.lt 
in  steadj’ing  these  mPvrkets  .at  nem  present  levels,  which  most  fair 
minded  people  will  say  are  comparatively  hi<!^-,  and,  even  more  impor¬ 
tant,  it  should  malce  ava.ila,ble  a,  highly  concentrated  feed  where  none 
might  otherwise  be  procured. 


Some  inforrr.ration  rega.rding  nolcisses  is  submitted  below  in  the 
hope  that  it  my  bo  of  va,li.:.e  to  those  who  are  helping  t'o  solve  the  feed 
deficiency  problem  in  the  drought  area. 


1.  CoiraTi-unities  considering  feedin.£:  raolassos  should  plan  to  have 
it  shipped  in  tank  car  lots.  The  frei^.t  rates  are  such  that 
this  is  the  most  feo-sihlo  manner  of  gettins^  it  to  most  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  drought  area.  Host  tsink  cars  li.ave  c  capacity  of 
8,000  gallons  or  approximately  150  harrels. 

2.  There  there  is  a  der.ler  equipped  and  billing  to  hsndle  tcnk 
c-^.rs  of  molasses,  he  should  he  encouraged  to  do  so.  The  county 
drought  committees  sho\ild  do  all  in  their  poner  to  educate 
farmers  in  the  use  of  mol-asses  end  to  encourage  them  to  place 
their  orders  together  so  that  tank  cars  ma.y  he  brought  into 
their  communities.  In  the  Stole  of  Missouri,  the  Relief  Colt- 
inission  contracted  for  o.  considerahle  quentity  of  molasses  ajid 
is  selling  it  through  dealers,  allowing  the  dealer  a  commission 
of  f2.00  per  ton.  He  does  all  direct  contacting  with  purch'-’sers 
end  assumes  full  responsihility  for  collections. 

There  the  dealer  purchases  the  molasses,  he  undoubtedly  will 
he  willing  to  hcoidle  it  on  a  fair  margin;  possibly  $1,00  per 
barrel  where  it  is  token  in  less  thon  -^an  lots.  Item*s  '^hich 
will  undoubtedly  be  factors  from  his  st-ndpoint  include  tele¬ 
phone  and  telegraph  exper.se,  equipment  for  unloading  cons, 
cost  of  steam  for  heating  molasses,  possible  shrinkage  in 
handling,  labor  expense,  credit  responsibilities,  and  a  labor 
return. 

3.  Where  there  is  no  dealer  available,  possibly  a  creamery 
either  cooperative  or  otherwise  could  be  encouraged  to  talce 
over  the  responsibility.  In  the  absence  of  both  a  dealer  and 
creamery,  it  mi^t  be  necessary  for  the  county  cooperative 
association  to  undert'alre  the  task,  unless  som.e  Itorge  feeder 
in  the  community  would  be  willing  to  order  a  car  largely  for 
his  own  use  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  sell  small 
quantities  to  neighbors  at  the  time  the  car  was  being  unloaded. 

4.  In  c omn'iuni ti e s  where  m.olasses  has  been  shipped  in  tank  cars, 
the  most  common  practice  seems  to  be  for  farmers  to  use  second¬ 
hand  oil  drums  as  con'ainers.  These  can  be  purchased  at  fill¬ 
ing  stabions  ab  from:  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  each..  They 
hold  about  600  potnids  of  molasses.  It  is  quite  Ga.,sy  to  clean 
them  by  ste.aming  or  by  rinsing  with  gasoline.  Old  milk  and 
cream  cans  mates  convenient  sr?.all  containers. 


In  the  northern  part  of  -t-he  drought  ai^ea,  molasses  cars  may- 
need  to  be  warreed  for  unloarling  purposes.  Tank  cars  are 
equipped  with  steam  coals  for  Topating  purposes.  Arrangenoents 
should  be  raade  to  spot  tlie  car  aalacent  bo  r.  source  of  steam. 
In  a  good  many  in3t.,.aO©s,  cre'a.ae.rios  have  volunteered  to 
handle  moJ.asses.  They  handle  it  upon  easonable  basis, 
and  their  men  quickly  become  adept  at  barreling  it  off  into 
farmers'  containers. 
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To.ere  there  are  no  dealers  in  o,  coranunity  and  a  new  organi¬ 
zation  h<?,s  to  he  set  up  to  h'^ndle  the  molasses,  it  would  he 
well  to  consult  the  locol  roulroad  agent  regarding  rates. 

In  o.  general  wo.y,  the  following  information  applies:  There 
is  r.  commodity  rate  of  $10.00  per  ton  from  Pacific  Coast 
ports  to  all  points  in  Kcnscas,  ITehraska,  Minnesota,  end 
other  States  to  the  west  and  north  thereof.  Missouri,  east¬ 
ern  EcJise.s,  southeastern  llehraska,  Illinois,  -'^nd  Iowa  can 
nurchase  from  ITew  Orle.nns  on  a  basis  of  a  lower  cost  per 
ton  delivered  then  where  ^.ipped.  from  Pacific  points. 


